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After World War |, a
L_atvian group of People,
that Formed from eastern
Baltic tribes, established a
Latvian Republic. However,
it was annexed by the
USSR ih 1940. After the
breakup of the Soviet
Union Latvia reestablished
its independence in 1991 In
the spring of 2004 Latvia
became a port of the
North Atlantic Treat
Organization (NATO) and
the European Union (EW). In
2014, Latvia joined the
eurozone and adop’red the
euro as its common
currency.

Economics

Latvia is a small and open
economy. An open economy
gives Latvia access to
international +rade, but since
the economy is smoall, their
trade policies do not affect
other countries. Therefore,
their income is unsteady and
corruption is Iikely. The
economy in Latvia benekits
mostly from transit services,
timber and wood—Proce%in@
food and agriculture, ond
electronic manuf—achur'ina.
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')70 LITICAL
CrreuctTure

Latvia is a Par‘liamenmr‘g
republic; the republic o
Latvia. Latvia declared its
independence on May 4th,
1990 but was not
recognized by the Soviet
Union until September Gth,
991 I+ contains a civil law
system with some
traditions of socidlism. The
3overnmen+ hos three
branches: executive,
legislative, and the judicial
The national symbol of
Latvia is the white wanrail
bird because it has the
hational colors of maroon
and white.

CurureAl X
SocaL MepecTs,
Latvia is made up of many

ethnic groups. % is
Latvian, 26.27% is Russian,
357 is Belarussian, 2.3%
ukrainion, 2.2% Polish, and
13% is Lithuanian. Most
people I5 years old and
over can read and write.
Only 1,905,680 People live
in Latvia +oclay. The
largest concentration of
people is found around the
port aonhd capital city of
Kiﬁa while small
aaalomeraﬁons are
scottered thiroughout the
coun+ry.

PrqsicAL
CrreuctTure

Latvia is located in
Eastern europe between
Estonia and Lithuania. To
compare it o one of
America's states, it is
slightly larger than West
Virﬁinia. The climate is
maritime but wet in the
winter. + has a low Plain
with hatural resources
such as Pea+, limestone,
dolomite, amber,
h\/dr‘opower‘, aond timber.
Most of the country is
composed of Fertie
|ow—|ying Plainc; with some
hils in the east.




